those days;] but what every one must eat, that only may be prepared by 
you” (Ex. 12:16). The House of Hillel said to them, “Is there any 
proof from that passage? For you it will not be prepared, but it will be 
prepared for the Most High.” [Tosefta’s version:] Abba Saul would say 
the tradition in an other language in the name of the House of Hillel, 
“Now if at the time at which your oven is closet [on the Sabbath], the 
oven of your Master is open; at a time at which your oven is open [on a 
festival], should not the oven of your Master be open? “Another 
matter: Your table should not be full while your Master’s table lies 
barren” [T. Hag. 2:10/I-K]. 


a. I:3: [Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “R. Simeon b. Laqish came by the 
schoolhouse and heard the voice of the students reciting the 
following verse of Scripture, “And they performed sacrifices to the 
Lord, and on the next day offered burnt offerings to the Lord, [a 
thousand bulls] a thousand rams. and a thousand lambs, with their 
drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel]”’ (1 
Chron. 29:21). “He said, ‘He who cuts this verse off, [citing only 
part of it], accords with the view [M- 2:4 A-B] of the House of 
Shammai. He who reads the whole of it accords with the view [M. 
2:4 C-D] of the House of Hillel.’ “There is no problem with, “burnt 
offerings to the Lord on the next day,’ and ‘peace offerings on the 
next day.’ “But in the view of the House of Shammai, there should 
be no peace offerings on the next day.” 


1:4: M’SH B: Hillel the Elder laid on hands on a burnt offering in the 
courtyard [cf. M. Hag. 2:3B], ant the disciples of Shammai ganged up 
on him. He said to them, “Go and see it, for it is a female, and I have to 
prepare it as sacrifices of pace offerings.” He put them off with a 
bunch of words, and they went their way. But the power of the House 
of Shammai forthwith became strong, and they wanted to decide the 
law permanently in accord with their opinion. Now there was present 
Baba b. Buta who was one of the disciples of the House of Shammai, 
but who acknowledged that the law is in accord with the opinions of 
the House of Hillel in every last detail. One time he came to the 
courtyard and found it desolate. He said, “May the houses of those 
who desolated the house of our God be made desolate.” What did he 
do? He went and brought the whole Qedar-flock and set them up right 
in the courtyard and announced, “Whoever is required to bring whole 
offerings and peace offerings — let him come and take a beast and lay 
on hands” [= M. Hag. 2: 3B]. So [everybody] came along and took a 
beast and offered up whole offerings, having laid on hands. On that 
very day the law was confirmed in accord with the opinion of the 
House of Hillel, and not a single person griped about it. SWB M’SH 


